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Candidates for the GAeF Board Election (2022 – 2024) 
(listed in alphabetical order) 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Christof Asbach (candidacy as president) 

I received my PhD from the University Duisburg-Essen under the supervision 

of Heinz Fissan in 2004 for the development of a system to quantify and 

correct for the losses of semivolatile particulate matter during online 

measurement of PM10 and PM2.5 mass concentrations. During a two-year 

postdoctoral stay with David Pui at the University of Minnesota I worked on 

the prevention of particulate contamination during semiconductor 

manufacture before joining the Institute of Energy and Environmental 

Technology (IUTA) in Duisburg, Germany in 2006. My main current focus is 

on aerosol measurement technology e.g. for studies on filtration efficiency, particulate 

emissions from friction brakes or nanoparticle exposure. In the past, I have served GAeF from 

2014 to 2018 as Secretary General and I am currently Board Member and President as well as 

one of the main organizers of the symposium and workshop on the occasion of the 50th 

anniversary of GAeF. My priorities during the next term as a Board Member and President will 

be to continue on the successful path we have taken over the past two years. This includes 

further establishing GAeF as the contact point for all aerosol-related issues, beyond corona 

topics, as well as the further strengthening of scientific exchange within GAeF through the 

organization of workshops and symposia.  

Prof. Dr. Yafang Cheng (candidacy as secretary general and other board member) 

Yafang Cheng leads Minerva Independent Research Group at the Max 

Planck Institute for Chemistry, appointed by the President of the Max Planck 

Society (MPG) since 2014. She is also a distinguished guest professor at the 

University of Science and Technology of China and a Member of Academia 

Europaea. Yafang Cheng’s research is aimed at elucidating the chemistry 

and physics of atmospheric aerosols and their impact on air quality, climate, 

and public health. Her current research focuses on aerosol and haze 

chemistry, size effects on physical chemistry in nanoparticles, and climate 

effects of light absorbing aerosols. She also adopts interdisciplinary approaches to tackle major 

public health, air pollution and climate issues. Cheng’s work and ideas have been recognized 

internationally with prestigious awards and honors, including “Science Breakthroughs of the 

Year 2021 in Physical Sciences” by the Falling Walls Foundation, “Atmospheric Sciences Ascent 

Award” by the American Geophysical Union, “Schmauss Award” by the German Association for 

Aerosol Research etc. In the past about ten years, as lead author, she has published 3 papers in 

Science and 8 in Science Advances, PNAS, Nature Communications, Chem & One Earth. With a 

total citation of 11000+ on her 150+ publications, h-index of 55 (google scholar), 6 “hot papers” 

(top 0.1%) and 11 “highly-cited” papers (top 1%), she has been recognized as a “Highly Cited 

Researcher” by Clarivate & Web of Science. Her recent work on understanding airborne 

transmission of SARS-CoV-2 (Cheng et al. Science 2021) has become a key reference for 

authorities, media, and the public discourse about COVID-19, which is reflected by an 

outstanding AltMetric Score (>8800) and is ranked as number #12 of over 75 thousand 

publications in Science and top 0.001% of 21 million research outputs worldwide. Cheng’s 

priority as a member of the GAeF board will be to strengthen the field of aerosol chemistry as 

well as to promote international exchange and make the knowledge accessible to the public. 
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Roxana Cremer (candidacy as other board member, student) 

Roxana Cremer, born in 1993, studied meteorology at Leipzig University and 

received her master degree in 2018. In September 2018 she joined the 

Department of Environmental Science at Stockholm University to pursue her 

PhD, studying the lifecycle of Black Carbon in the Arctic with longterm 

observations and in global models. After helping to organise the Young 

Investigator Network event for the EAC2021 and IAC2022, she would like to 

continue working for the interests of PhD students and young researchers 

within the GAeF as a student board member. 

Dr. Anne Maisser (candidacy as other board member) 

Anne Maisser did her undergraduate and PhD studies at the University of 

Vienna, Austria. After she earned her PhD in 2012 she worked as a 

postdoctoral researcher at the Delft University of Technology. In 2014 she 

got awarded a Schrödinger Fellowship funded by the Austrian Science Fund 

(FWF) to work as a research fellow at both the University of Minnesota, MN, 

USA, and the University of Vienna, Austria. Since 2016 Anne has been 

affiliated with The Cyprus Institute (CyI) in Nicosia, Cyprus. Currently, she is 

employed as a research associate at CyI. Her main research interests are 

the development of lightweight and cost-efficient aerosol instrumentation, heterogeneous 

nucleation studies, and aerosol based nanotechnology. Anne has been member of the GAeF 

board during the previous term; her goal during a second term would be to continue promoting 

and supporting collaborations of different European researchers on an international and 

interdisciplinary level. 

Dr. Ottmar Möhler (candidacy as other board member) 

Ottmar Möhler, born in 1960, studied physics at the University of Heidelberg. 

He performed his graduate studies at the Max Planck Institute on Nuclear 

Physics, Heidelberg, on atmospheric trace gas measurements with 

chemical ionisation mass spectrometry. In 1989, he received his PhD from 

the Faculty of Physics of the University of Heidelberg. In 1993, he moved to 

the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (former Forschungszentrum 

Karlsruhe), where he helped developing and building the large atmospheric 

simulation chamber AIDA, and started to operate it in 1997 for 

heterogeneous chemistry and polar stratospheric cloud studies. Since about 2003, he operates 

the AIDA facility also as an expansion-type cloud simulation chamber, and since then conducted 

a large number of aerosol and ice nucleation experiments together with the AIDA team and 

many national and international partners. He now acts as scientific director of the AIDA facilities, 

contributes to the implementation of the European ACTRIS infrastructure, and leads an active 

research team using the AIDA facilities, but also developing new methods and instruments like 

the Portable Ice Nucleation Experiment PINE for measuring atmospheric aerosols and ice-

nucleating particles. As an active member of the GAeF board, he will offer his expertise in 

method development and technology transfer to strengthen the links between research 

institutes and industries. 
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Simone Pulimeno (candidacy as other board member, student) 

Simone Pulimeno, born in 1996, studied Environmental Assessment and 

Management at Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna. He 

graduated in March with a thesis focused on the identification of biomass 

burning events through the analysis of aerosols optical parameters at Ny-

Alesund (Svalbard). Few months later, in September 2021, he won a PhD 

scholarship in Polar Sciences at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, with a 

project about the lunar photometry technique. In particular, he is trying to 

perform a comprehensive instrumental characterization, develop integration 

methods between different observing techniques for aerosol (passive with active remote 

sensing techniques), and assess characteristics of aerosol arctic particles along the whole year. 

He is applying as student board member of GAeF, where he will be responsible for organizing 

events, networking by sharing ideas and projects with the community, and offering points of 

view from the eyes of a PhD student. 

Dr. Sebastian Schmitt (candidacy as treasurer) 

PhD at FZ Jülich/Uni Bayreuth on aerosol formation in atmosphere 

simulation chambers in 2017; Application Engineer at TSI GmbH, Aachen, 

since 2018; Father of two children. I have served as the Treasurer of GAeF 

for the past 4 years. While I was appointed by the board for the first two 

years, I have been elected Treasurer since 2020. My main concern for GAeF 

has always been to activate people and to develop a future state of GAeF 

beyond the classical GAeF activities like conferences and awards. It is not 

only the pandemic that has helped us in recent years to bring aerosol 

research into the spotlight of the public and the scientific community. GAeF must continue to 

play an active role in ongoing debates such as climate change and health-related issues. Within 

GAeF and beyond (EAA and IARA), we need to collaborate and address challenges like science 

communication, data-driven science and science ethics regardless of individual perspective 

within the disciplines of aerosol reseach. These topics can serve as natural drivers for 

community-oriented approaches. Over the next 2 years, I would like to build on the experience 

of the last few years and drive the development a modern and active aerosol science 

community. 

Dr. Gerhard Steiner (candidacy as other board member) 

Gerhard Steiner, born in 1980, studied physics at the University of Vienna 

where he received his PhD with the focus on aerosol physics in 2011. He 

then moved to the University of Helsinki, where he held a post-doc position 

in cooperation with the University of Innsbruck (2011 – 2013). This was 

followed by a post-doc as PI of a research project funded by the Austrian 

Science Fund (2014 – 2019) at the University of Innsbruck, also participating 

in the CLOUD project at CERN. Simultaneously he held a university assistant 

position (post-doc) at the University of Vienna (2014 – 2018). After the years 

in academia, Gerhard moved to GRIMM Aerosol Technik as senior scientist (since 2018) where 

he is currently responsible for the product management of the nano instrumentation line-up. 

Gerhard’s research interest spans form high-resolution ion mobility measurements, aerosol 

charging, particle formation and particle growth to the chemical composition of (atmospheric) 

aerosols. Being a GAeF member for several years, Gerhard now wishes to become member of 
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the GAeF board to strengthen the interaction and collaboration between researchers and 

instrument manufacturers for working together on the future demands and needs in aerosol 

science. 

Dr. Bernadette Rosati (candidacy as other board member) 

Bernadette Rosati graduated from the University of Vienna with a degree in 

physics focusing her diploma thesis on the investigation of carbonaceous 

aerosols. For her PhD, she joined the Laboratory of Atmospheric Chemistry 

at the Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI) where she built a new device to measure 

the hygroscopicity of larger particles on board a Zeppelin to study the 

properties of aerosols in the planetary boundary layer. 2017 she was 

awarded the Schrödinger Fellowship to explore atmospheric ageing of 

marine particles at Aarhus University (DK). Since then, marine particles, their 

physical, optical and chemical properties have been the centre of her research. Her research 

focuses on simulating processes in the atmosphere in a SMOG chamber to study in-detail 

effects of atmospheric ageing on the particles’ properties. Recently, she received funding to start 

her own group continuing her work in this field. As a GAeF board member she will represent the 

interests of young researchers and participate in organizing events targeted at this audience as 

well as mentoring opportunities. 

Dr. Birgit Wehner (candidacy as secretary general) 

Birgit Wehner, born in 1971, is a research scientist at the Leibniz Institute for 

Tropospheric Research (TROPOS) in Leipzig, Germany. She studied 

meteorology in Hannover and did her PhD about measurements of aerosol 

particles in the urban area at the University of Leipzig. Since then she was 

involved in urban aerosol studies in Germany and China with a focus on 

measurements of physical properties, such as number size distribution and 

volatility. Since 2006 her work is mainly focused on airborne aerosol 

measurements performed by a helicopter, UAVs or other platforms. She built 

or modified a number of instruments for airborne applications and applied them in the field. 

Regionally, her main interest in recent years has been in the marine boundary layer and has 

currently shifted to the more sensitive Arctic environment. She was the chair of the working 

group ‘Atmospheric Aerosols’ within the EAA for many years and is now speaker of all working 

group chairs. Between 2014 and 2018, she was a member of the Smoluchowski Award 

Committee. Since 2018, she is member of the Schmauss Award Committee and member of the 

new PhD Award Committee. She became secretary general of GAeF in 2018 and would like to 

continue this work together with the new board for another 2 years. 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Bernadett Weinzierl (candidacy as other board member) 

Bernadett Weinzierl is Full Professor and Head of the Aerosol and 

Environmental Physics Group at the University of Vienna. She obtained her 

doctorate at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU) in 2008. 

Subsequently, she held research posts at the German Aerospace Center 

(DLR) and LMU, was a visiting scientist at NOAA’s Earth System Research 

Laboratory, at Droplet Measurement Technologies lnc. (DMT) in Colorado 

(USA), and at Harvard University in Boston (USA). Her research focusses on 

the (airborne) investigation of atmospheric aerosols and clouds. She holds 
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a private pilot license, has coordinated international aircraft field experiments, and is a principal 

investigator in past and ongoing NOAA and NASA aircraft missions, such as for example ACCLIP 

(2022), and SABRE (2022-2025). Her Eyjafjalla volcanic ash measurements provided 

fundamental input to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for developing 

guidelines to prevent aviation from being affected by volcanic ash. Her scientific work has been 

recognized with an ERC Starting Grant (2014), and several awards including the Schmauss 

Award (2019), three NASA Group Achievement Awards (2016, 2019, 2020), the DLR Science 

Award (2013), the Therese-von-Bayern Award for outstanding young scientists (2009), and 

membership in the "Junge Akademie" (2014-2019) at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of 

Sciences and Humanities and the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. Since 

2017, she is organizer of the bi-annual international summer school “Basic Aerosol Science” in 

Vienna. As GAeF board member, she wants to continue the work started in the period 2020-

2022 focusing on the promotion of young scientists and fostering international collaborations. 


